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POLICY STATEMENT FOR PSHE AND CITIZENSHIP

Our aims for PSHE and Citizenship are to enable the children to:

· develop self-confidence and self-esteem;
· know and understand what constitutes and is meant by a healthy lifestyle;
· be aware of safety issues;
· acquire positive decision making skills to enable them to make informed choices regarding personal and social issues;
· understand, make and develop good relationships;
· respect differences between people;
· be independent, thoughtful and responsible members of their community and their school;
· express their own thoughts, questions and feelings in a “safe” atmosphere, using a variety of media including oral, written and creative forms;
· be positive, active members of a democratic society; and,
· meet and talk with people who work within the community.

Teaching and Learning Styles

We use a range of teaching and learning styles. We place an emphasis on active learning by including children in discussions, investigations and problem solving activities. We encourage the children to take part in a range of activities that promote active citizenship such as Charity fundraising.  These are often instigated by the children themselves.  We organise classes in such a way that pupils are able to participate in discussion to resolve conflict and reflect on a variety of possible solutions and choices. A safe environment where everyone's ideas and thoughts are valued is fostered. Differences in social, moral, spiritual and cultural aspects are explored sensitively fostering respect. Although a planned scheme of work is in place, teaching is influenced by current issues concerning the children. Overall teachers ensure a balanced, relevant curriculum is taught. 

Equal Opportunities

We believe that every pupil should have the opportunity to achieve the highest possible standards. We ensure that all children, irrespective of their ethnicity, attainment and ability, gifted and talented, age, disability, gender or background, have equality of access to learning. The curriculum we offer in the school encourages children to develop positive attitudes about themselves as well as to people who are different from themselves. It encourages children to empathise with others and to begin to develop the skills of critical thinking. We recognise that children have different learning styles, making appropriate provision within the curriculum to ensure each child receives the widest possible opportunity to develop their skills and abilities. We ensure that children learning English as an additional language have full access to the curriculum and are supported in their learning.

Cross Curricular links:

The curriculum consists of an entire planned learning experience, made up of formal lessons, plus events, plus routines, plus learning that takes place outside of the classroom. Other contributory factors are the ethos of the school, approaches to assessment, teaching, learning and behaviour.

There are many cross curricular links, since the teaching aims of PSHE and citizenship is an integral part of many subjects. For example: in English (books covered and vocabulary); Science (the human body); RE (moral development); Geography (different cultures); social History; Drama (confidence building, expressing feelings, drawing on personal experience); Art and Craft; Cooking (healthy eating) and Sports. Team work; caring and respecting self, others and environment; being sensible and responsible is continually being reinforced.

Assemblies 

Assemblies cover several aspects. Children's achievements are celebrated, current news items and moral issues are explored. The teaching is mainly Christian, however, Islam and Judaism aspects, such as key Celebrations and beliefs are covered and linked to the Religious Education scheme of work. The Chinese New Year is often focused on, since there are several children linked with that culture in the school. National celebrations and festivals are included, such as Guy Fawkes. Visitors from a variety of backgrounds are invited to speak in the assemblies, these include clergy and lay people from different local churches representing different denominations; an Imam and a reverend from a synagogue. People representing different charities also speak and this is often linked to fundraising events. 

Assessment and Evaluation   

This aspect is continually being explored and developed in line with National Curriculum learning objectives, Every Child Matters, SEAL and S.M.S.C. Currently Pupils are encouraged to carry out continuous self-assessment and evaluation of learning.  Teachers make informal assessment notes based on observations. The children's well-being is discussed regularly at staff meetings. A designated teacher performs a pastoral role, where problems and achievements can be celebrated on a one to one basis or in small groups in addition to a set class.

Resources

· People are our main resources – pupils, teachers and visitors. We regularly have guest speakers. These include Midwives, nurses, doctors, firemen and women, army officers, naval officers, police, Portland harbour master, Polar explorers, round the world sailors, solicitors, borough councillors, software designers.

· Newspapers, magazines, TV and video are used, as are any relevant books and websites.

· We also use resources from various charities and organisations.

· Each pupil visits the Streetwise Centre in Poole at least once during their time at Thornlow.  We believe that this hands-on experience is invaluable to our pupils’ understanding of keeping safe.

· At least every two years each child visits the “Life Education Van.”

Resources are continually being updated and reviewed. 

Classroom Management

· Classroom atmosphere is vital in PSHE lessons.  Pupils must feel that it is a ‘safe’ environment, in which they can express their views or feelings openly, knowing they will be listened to and ‘heard out’.  This atmosphere must be created at the outset of the year and it must be clearly explained to all pupils.  

· The atmosphere is informal and relaxed but discipline in accordance with the school policy is maintained. Open discussion is strongly encouraged.

· Space for role-play and rearranging of desks for group work as appropriate.

· Consideration for others to be shown at all times, especially in terms of vocabulary used and judgements passed.

Links with parents and the community

· We have a good working relationship with a number of parents involved in jobs such as midwifery and the police.  These parents visit the school on a regular basis to give talks and demonstrations to the pupils.

· Plans to develop links with local residential homes are being explored. This includes children visiting a home to “get to know” residents and sing to them. Residents will also be invited to the school for shows and teas.

SUGGESTED TOPICS TO BE COVERED IN EACH FORM

The programmes of study are used flexibly to ensure that PSHE and Citizenship education is appropriate to pupils abilities and backgrounds and provides opportunities to address real life issues. This helps learners to meet the challenges of life in our fast changing world. 

The teacher may add in his/her own topics, as issues arise. 

Nursery and Reception

· This is me
· My moods – feeling happy and sad
· People in my life – what they do for me and what I do for them
· Friendships – working and playing together

· Loss and mourning – a person, a pet
· Keeping safe – dangers I might come up against and saying no
· Keeping healthy

· Sharing, manners and consideration of others
· Role of those who do ‘service’ type jobs in our community
· Right and wrong

Year 1 and 2

· Teamwork

· Resolving conflict

· Caring for our bodies

· Who am I

· Manners

· Keeping safe – at home, school, out and about

· Stranger danger.

· People who help me. 

· Communication skills

· Children's rights

· Caring for environment

· Choices

Year 3 and 4

· People in the community who help me
· Who am I 

· Strength and Weaknesses

· Feelings – things that make me happy, sad, embarrassed, scared
· Difficult situations – teasing and bullying
· Keeping healthy – exercise and diet
· Friendships – who our friends are and how we make and keep friends
· Making decisions – influences on me, and peer group pressure
· Keeping safe – near railways, on the road and around the neighbourhood
· Lifestyle in the community – differences in others and how we feel about them
· Disability – how we should relate to disabled people

· Racism
· Looking after the environment
Years  5 and 6, 7 and 8

This consists of two inter-related programmes of study:

Personal Well-Being (S.M.S.C) 
This area draws together personal, social and health education including Sexual and Relationship education, social and emotional aspects of learning.  Please refer to Sex and Relationships Education Policy.
Aim

Young people will be helped to embrace change, feel positive about who they are and enjoy, healthy, safe, responsible and fulfilled lives. They will recognise and manage risk, taking increasing responsibility for themselves, their choices and behaviour, making positive contributions to their families schools and communities. As pupils learn to recognise, develop and communicate their qualities, skills and attitudes they will build in knowledge, confidence and self esteem and make the most of their abilities. They will also learn about institutions which will help further these ends, such as emergency services and the legal system of this country.

Economic Well-Being

This area draws together economic understanding, careers education, enterprise, financial capability and work-related learning.

Aim

To equip students: with the knowledge, skills and attributes, to make the most of changing opportunities in learning and work. They will begin to understand the nature of the world of work, the diversity and function of business, and its contribution to natural prosperity. They will develop as questioning and informed consumers and learn to manage money and finances effectively. They will also learn about the financial institutions and the political system of their country.

The topics covered build on the young peoples earlier school experience and helps them to become successful learners, confident individuals and responsible citizens.

Visits and visitors:

Dorset Police visit the school annually to give a talk on Drugs Awareness.

Parents have also invited us to their place of work.

Recent visits have included:
HMS Ocean  Portsmouth

CSM Electronics  Wareham

Luhrs Marine Portland

Various Farms

5 and 6
· relationships
· self control

· health fitness and diet

· disability

· environmental issues

· independence

· personal freedom

· assertiveness

· peer pressure

· bullying/managing conflict

· becoming streetwise

· smoking

· drugs

· alcohol

· puberty

· home alone, saying thank you, cultural differences

Also cover topical issues, news items and anniversaries of events.

7 and 8
· relationships
· managing conflict

· bullying

· alcohol

· drugs

· smoking

· health and fitness and diet

· disability

· local community- those who are dependent

· personal safety – becoming streetwise

· peer pressure

· assertiveness

· self control

· self esteem

· cultural differences

· presenting oneself / interviews

· change / moving on

· friendships / keeping in contact

· hospitality social conventions

· environmental issues

· charities

· internet safety

· politics and national / local government

· legal system

· penal system

· finance

· Human Rights issues

· belonging / uniforms / individuality.

TRANSFERRING SCHOOLS

Having joined the school, most children stay with us to the age of 13 to gain entry to The Thomas Hardye School, Dorchester, or other private schools, although some will leave at 11 if they are returning to state school education in Weymouth.  Very few children, having joined, leave out side these times unless their parents work requires that they relocate.  A few Nursery children leave to join Reception in the main stream schools.

The local state senior schools arrange for a member of their senior staff to visit us during the summer term to talk to pupils who will be joining them in the following Autumn.  Taster Days are then arranged. These usually take place in July.
The local private schools invite pupils for a taster day at various times through their last year with us.
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